AFTER   EVEREST
her, and find that we will be able to do a small operation
that might be effective—but, of course, no guarantee. She
also will be for operation to-morrow. On one of these
visits I was surprised to find a tremendous number of
women among the patients, all with the same complaint—
that they had no children. I couldn't make it out. Why
had every childless woman for miles around come to see
me that day ? It turned out that a year previously three
or four women had come to the hospital, and I had operated
upon them. Within a year, all but one had produced a
child. The report of this had spread about the district,
and the barren ladies of all that countryside had flocked
to see me, in the hope of getting a similar result.
The next patient is an old man who says he has a weak
heart. No particular disease but old age. I tell him so:
" My dear old chap, it's not illness, but years. We can
take away a diseased part of you, but we can't restore
the years gone from your life." " Oh, but, sir, I want
an operation! " A little cheery banter, and a bottle of
medicine of strong taste and brilliant colour is prescribed.
Quite useless, but the old fellow will be older still with
disappointment if we don't do something for him. There
are times when one is simply bound to indulge in quackery.
Then comes a child covered all over with horrible ulcers,
in filthy condition—a pariah untouchable; and truly there
is no great temptation to touch either the child or its'
mother. But we are here not merely to cure our patients,
but to demonstrate our conviction that all men are equal,
so I take the poor little ill-kept creature on to my lap,
and hear gasps of horror from some of the more high-
caste patients standing around. The disease is yaws, a
very striking disease, for one or two injections of salvarsan
will cure it completely. I give the first injection then and
there. Syringes and things are always ready to hand—
that's what we brought our orderlies for—and, with luck,
the little baby's skin will be nearly healed within a few
days. We look at the mother and father who have brought
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